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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Nebuchadnezzar
· Magicians
· Chamberlain

· Daniel

· Daniel’s friends

· Arioch

· Nobles

· Soldiers

· Darius
· Scribe
Act 1

Scene 1 - the court of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
Narrator
In the second year of the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams and his spirit was troubled and he was unable to sleep.  Then the King commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers and the Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king his dreams.  So they came and stood before the King.

(All courtiers enter)
ALL
O King, live for ever!
Neb
I had a dream in the night, but I cannot remember what it was about and my mind is troubled.

ALL
O King, live for ever!
Mag 1
Tell your servants the dream.

Mag 2
Then we can tell you the meaning.

Neb
Now listen!  If you do not show me the dream which I had, you shall be torn limb from limb and your houses pulled down.  But if you recall my dream, I will greatly reward you.

Mag 1
Tell your servants the dream.

Mag 2
Then we can tell you the meaning, O King!
Neb
Oh!  Don't keep saying that!  You're only wasting time.

Mag 3
There's not a man on earth who can help you.

Mag 4
No one has ever asked such a thing.  We don't know what you dreamt last night!
Neb
(To Chamberlain)  Kill them all!
ALL
(Fleeing from court)  O King, live for ever!
(All off stage)
Narrator
So the King was very angry and made a decree that all his wise men should be destroyed.  And the decree went forth and they sought Daniel and his friends, to kill them also.  And when Daniel heard this, he asked the King to give him time, that he might show the King what he had dreamt.  And Daniel and his friends prayed to God in heaven.
Scene 2 - Daniel and his friends praying
(Daniel and his friends on stage, lights dim)

Daniel
0 God in highest heaven, look down upon thy servants and reveal to us what King Nebuchadnezzar has been dreaming, that Thy power might be shown unto him.

(All off stage)
Narrator
That night was the mystery of King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream revealed unto Daniel in vision and he gave thanks and praise to God.
The next day, he was brought before the King by the Captain of the Guard.
Scene 3

Arioch
0 King, live for ever!  This man Daniel claims to know what dream you have dreamed and he will show you the meaning.

Neb
Speak, Daniel, and tell me the dream and its meaning.

Daniel
It is my God who has shown me the dream and its meaning.  As you laid in bed asleep, O King, the vision that you saw was this: there stood before you a great image, which was very bright and had a fierce-looking face.
Its body was made of different metals; its head was gold, its breast and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of brass, its legs of iron and the image’s feet were made of part iron and of part clay.  As you watched this great statue, a small stone was cut out without hands and it hit the image on its feet and it fell to the ground and was broken into powder.  The wind came and it was all blown away, but the tiny stone grew until it filled the earth as a great mountain.

Neb
Yes!  Yes!  It all comes back to me now, but what does it all mean?
(Lights go down as characters freeze, then all leave stage)
Narrator
And here l will interrupt again.
Whilst God showed Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar that the image represented the kingdom of Babylon and the nations that were to follow in history, we can look back and see that the prophecy has nearly all been fulfilled.  The golden head of the image represented the Kingdom of Babylon in all its splendour, the silver represented the Medo-Persian Empire which conquered Babylon, the brass represented the Greeks and the iron represented the might of the Roman Empire.  But since the fall of Rome there has not been one World Empire: there have been nations who were weak, and nations which were strong living together as they do today.  It was on its feet that the huge image of was struck by the little stone and ground to powder.
The nations of the earth are now ready for the Son of God to appear on the earth again.  He will establish the Kingdom of God which shall never be destroyed, but shall last for ever.

(Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar onto stage)
Daniel
The Great God has made known to the King what shall happen in the future.  The dream is certain and its interpretation sure.

Neb
Your god is the only true God and a revealer of secrets.  I make you ruler over all the land of Babylon and chief of all my wise men.

(Exit Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar)

ACT 2

Scene 1 – in Daniel’s room
Narrator
As we saw from the last scene, Daniel was a man who was not afraid to pray.  In fact the Bible says that he prayed with his face towards Jerusalem 3 times a day.  Unfortunately, this habit was to get him into what might have been very serious trouble.
A few years later, after Nebuchadnezzar’s death, the Nobles in King Darius’ court who were jealous of Daniel’s popularity, persuaded the King to make a decree that anyone found asking a favour from anybody but the King himself was to be thrown into a den of lions as a punishment.  This was to last for 30 days.
The Nobles were crafty.  They knew that Daniel prayed 3 times a day and they knew where to find him.

(Daniel is kneeling before a cloth-covered stool and is using part of Psalm 138 as his prayer)
Daniel
I will worship toward Thy holy temple and praise Thy name for Thy loving  kindness and Thy truth.  In the day when I cried Thou answered me and strengthened my heart.  Though I walk in the midst of trouble thou wilt revive me.  Thou shalt stretch forth Thine hand against the anger of my enemies and Thy right hand shall save me.
(Suddenly there is a loud noise outside and a group of Nobles and Soldiers burst in)
Noble
So!  Disobeying the King’s command eh?  Don't you know that you're only supposed to ask favours from the King?  Thought you would say it in secret did you?  We'll see what the King has to say about this!

(All off stage)
Scene 2

Narrator
When the King was told about Daniel, he was very sad.  He admired Daniel very much and thought of everything he could to try and save him from the lions’ den.  However, laws made by the Medes and Persians could never be altered.

(Curtain opens to reveal King in dejection.  Walks up and down wringing hands in despair.   Nobles quietly slip in)

Noble 1
Your Majesty, we await your permission to take this traitor Daniel to the lions.
Darius
Is there no way?  No way at all?  Can't I change my decree and make a new law?
Noble 2
(Looking very pleased, knowing that the King cannot)  Your Majesty, the law of the country can never be altered.  (Smiles)
Darius
(Very quietly)  Very well, take him quickly.

Nobles
(Bow out with a satisfied smirk)  Your Majesty!

(All off stage)
Scene 3

Narrator
And a stone was brought and rolled over the mouth of the lions’ den.  And the King was forced to seal it with his royal seal so that his law could not be changed.  He went back to his palace and passed the night without sleep.  He ate no food and refused to have music to soothe him.  The next morning, as soon as the new day began, the King left the palace and ran to the lions’ den.

Darius
(Approaching the cave mouth [offstage])  Daniel!  Daniel, servant of the Most High God - has your god saved you from the lions?
Daniel
O King!  Live for ever.  The God whom l serve has sent his angel and he has shut the mouths of the lions.  This is because of his great mercy and because I am innocent, as you know, O King.

(The King is overjoyed; the guards stand amazed)
Darius
Well, don't just stand there - let him out!  You heard him speaking - he lives!

(Daniel is brought out and all, including King, cluster around him in amazement)

Darius
This is wonderful!  Wonderful!  To think I could have been part of such a trick!  Guards!  Fetch those crafty nobles.  And all their families.  We'll see what they make of the lions!
(All leave stage except King Darius and scribe)
Darius
Scribe, take note of this.
King Darius - to all nations on earth - peace to you.  I make a decree that in every part of my Kingdom men shall tremble and fear before the God of Daniel.
He is the only living God - He rescues and saves.  He works signs and wonders - He has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.
Worship the God of Daniel.
Narrator
This is the end of our play but not of Daniel.  He went on, growing in favour with Darius and the King who followed him and all this time grew in wisdom before God.
God showed him great visions of the future.  The rise and fall of many nations and eventually the coming of Jesus to build the Kingdom of God.
Today the Book of Daniel is a fascinating book of both history and prophecy.
When Daniel reached the end of his life, God did not forget his work and faith and he was promised a place in His Kingdom upon earth.
THE END
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